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Gettysburg. What connotations that name has! Gettysburg was the place where the deadliest battle of America’s deadliest war occurred; the place where President Abraham Lincoln made his most famous speech; a must-see place for anyone wanting to experience America’s Civil War.
If I was to tell you that Gettysburg is moving into our region for the summer, wouldn’t you want to know more? Shouldn’t you want to know more?
Because Civil War history is the stuff of school books, and because most of us have been to Gettysburg, many tend to regard this period with a been-there, done-that attitude. But anniversaries are good times to gain fresh perspectives on the past – and we’ve entered a major anniversary – a sesquicentennial – for what may have been the most-profound four years in our nation’s history.
During the period from 1861 to 1865, more than 620,000 soldiers died. (More than our nation lost in World War I, World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War combined.) Volumes have been written about the seismic impact those four years had upon our nation and states’ rights. Although the physical and economic consequences of the war were much harsher in the South, here in Pennsylvania the women and remaining men, the elderly and the young still had to deal with the losses, support the war effort on the home front, maintain their homes and somehow provide for the necessities of life.
Their stories are among those being told in a “Pennsylvania Civil War Road Show,” an interactive, multi-media exhibit with images, sounds, words and objects that interpret both the battlefield and the home front. The Road Show, which travels in a 53-foot trailer, debuted Pittsburgh in early May and currently is in Gettysburg. Pacivilwar150.com. But June 17-19, the Road Show is making its first appearance in our region. It will be set up at Thomas Chevrolet, along Business Route 220 just outside Bedford, adjacent to Old Bedford Village, and will be staffed by volunteers from the Bedford County Historical Society. www.bedfordpahistory.com. Pennsylvania Past Players, trained actors interpreting the Underground Railroad and life on the home front, will be mingling with visitors and providing special programs during the weekend. The exhibit and the programs are free of charge.
That same weekend, neighboring Old Bedford Village will host about 600 Civil War re-enactors, who will set up Union and Confederate camps, demonstrate military life during that period and stage battle re-enactments at 1 p.m. on Saturday, June 18, and 2 p.m. on the 19th.
“It’s a nice battle with cannons and horses,” Bonnie Miller of Old Bedford Village told me. “We have lots of horses coming.”
The Civil War Road Show will be making other appearances within our region this summer: August 5-7 at Kittanning’s Riverfront Park and August 26-28 at the Somerset Historical Center.
There will be other Civil War events as well. Old Bedford Village offers opportunities to meet the Union generals on August 27-28, www.oldbedfordvillage.com. Baker Mansion in Altoona is hosting a Civil War Weekend, July 30-31, with skirmishes, a country dance and a period church service. Call (814) 942-3916. And on August 13-14, the community of Rockhill Furnace will combine Civil War re-enactors with steam locomotives of the East Broad Top Railroad. www.ebtrr.com.
First-class exhibits and programs, hundreds of Civil War re-enactors, battles, cannon, horses, even steam locomotives; in a sense, it will almost seem as though Gettysburg itself has come here. Not that I’m suggesting that Civil War history within our region is comparable with the dramatic events that happened in 1863 Gettysburg. But the events scheduled here this summer have the potential to do what Gettysburg does so well for so many people: make the Civil War experience real.[image: image1.png]
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