[image: image2.png]





Two squads of men, one dressed in Confederate gray, the other in Union blue, marched somberly up the grassy lane behind a horse-drawn wagon that carried a wooden casket topped with a spray of yellow and white wildflowers. Between the squads walked dozens of other mourners, dressed mostly in black.
Black was the dress of the day as well for Mount Union Church, the whitewashed little chapel from which the mourners had just emerged. Inside, everything from the double-hung windows, pulpit and altar to the large framed painting of Jesus Christ had been draped in black cloth. Three women, who were members of the deceased’s family, had been seated in the front row. Each wore a black veil over her face. The widow’s black dress covered everything including her hands. They, along with 100 or so other re-enactors and spectators who had packed into the straight-backed wooden pews of the simple country church, heard the pastor speak of the deceased as a man of the cloth and of peace, who’d been caught in the crossfire during a skirmish and killed by bullets from both sides. Then a soulful woman’s voice captured both the pathos and the hope of the moment:
I am a poor, wayfaring stranger,
While journeying through this world of woe,
Yet, there’s no sickness, toil nor danger,
In that bright land to which I go.

The story being re-enacted on this late-September Sunday was part fact and part fiction, however the setting and scene were quite realistic. Mount Union Church was built during the early days of the Civil War in 1861, and, since southern Somerset County sits just above the Mason-Dixon Line, Rebels were not strangers here – in life or death. Quite a few Confederates are buried in Somerset County, according to Clark Brocht, one of the organizers of the re-enactment. And while the county was never invaded, Clark has heard stories of New Centerville residents who hid their valuables out of fear of Rebel raids.
Somerset County’s location, its historical & genealogical society and active Civil War-descendents’ groups help to explain why there’s been so much activity there this year in conjunction with the ongoing sesquicentennial commemoration. Along with re-enactments, the Somerset Historical Center has featured a “Civil War in Somerset County” exhibit (which will continue through the end of October), sponsored a fashion show in June and hosted the Pennsylvania Civil War Road Show in August.
On October 29, the county’s 2011 commemorations will turn festive with the fifth annual Civil War Gala, a ball that is expected to draw close to 200 participants to the Berlin Borough Building – many dressed in Victorian finery and, of course, military uniforms. A Civil War group called “Smash the Windows” will provide the music, and a living-history group named “Victorian Dance Ensemble” will call the dances. Because mid-19th century dances were similar to square dances with people lined up in circles, squares or lines, ball participants just need to be able to follow directions. Although period dress is encouraged, it is not required. And spectators are welcome. For more information or to register, call (814) 395-3200.
Other Civil War-related events will be happening within the region over the next month. An Underground Railroad-themed “Twilight Tour” is scheduled for a cemetery near Blairsville on October 22. Call (724) 459-5779.
November 5, a Civil War Victorian Tea and Fashion Show will take place at Trinity United Methodist Church in Indiana. (724) 479-2643. And November 27, the year’s final re-enactment event in Somerset County will be a “Civil War Christmas,” once again being held at Mount Union Church. (814) 926-3142.
Civil War commemorations will be continuing for the next four years. Don’t overlook these educational experiences. For re-enactments can breath life into history – even when the subject is death.[image: image1.png]
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