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“Red” has new meaning these days and many politicians, businesspeople and residents are seeing it. That’s understandable. While most of our counties are logging relatively low COVID-19 case numbers, we’re remaining in red status.
Where some are seeing red, though, I’m seeing rose. For we’re beginning to blossom again – even as we continue to abide by “stay at home” directives.
We can buy a new car now, and construction companies are getting back to work. Not only do these companies account for significant numbers of jobs, but their economic impact ripples through other firms, many of which can function remotely.

Golf courses have reopened. Marinas can receive boaters. State parks are encouraging visitors again. We can social distance in campgrounds now (which is what camping has always been about anyway).

Things remain far from normal. But these all are welcome openings that will make life a bit more livable, positive changes that shouldn’t be overlooked as we prepare to move into yellow status.
And thanks to the ways that we are working and living now, we have more time to avail ourselves of these opportunities. Take advantage of them. Just be mindful of the restrictions that accompany them.
Golf courses will be more-readily walked than ridden these days, given the limitations on carts, and you may have a debate on your hands if your putt ricochets too sharply off a raised cup. But there are far worse things than walking fairways in May.
Marinas are opening their slips to boaters, albeit with limitations as well. Most amenities and rental services will remain closed for now, however boaters should be able to get out on the water and relax on their boat deck in the slip.
Campgrounds are opening selectively with a variety of safety guidelines in place. At this point, you’ll need to have an RV and be self-contained. Tents aren’t allowed; public restrooms, showers, camp stores, playgrounds and public areas aren’t open.
All of Pennsylvania’s state parks are opening to varying degrees, depending upon whether the park is in a yellow or red zone. For those who remain in the latter status, here’s what to expect:

At least one set of restrooms will be open in day use and marina areas, where “additional cleaning protocols will be in place.” State park marinas also will be open. Offices, cabins, campgrounds and other state park facilities will remain closed within our region until our status changes.
However, “DCNR trails, lakes, rivers, streams, forests, roads, and parking areas” are open and available for public use. The same goes for most rail-trails and many public parks. Just remember that restrooms may not be available.

Fishing is another convenient and abundant recreational opportunity available to us these days. Trout season has been underway for a month; bass can be caught on a catch-and-release basis; walleye and sauger season just started; and gamefish such as northern pike, pickerel and muskellunge are always in season.
While emphasizing that the public is welcome – even urged – to get outdoors, the state is advising people to use facilities within 15-minutes’ drive of home, avoid crowded places and wear a mask.
Agreed: Life in the red and yellow zones remain very limiting. We still can’t dine in our favorite restaurant or renew acquaintances in a neighborhood tavern. Worship, for the vast majority of us, remains a virtual practice or an awkward one, cobbled together in parking lots.
Our shopping still largely is being done online or curbside, and the supply chain has a number of missing links. Too many components of our economy remain shut down, the cause of too much pain and distress.

But this morning I was able to buy hand sanitizer at the local big-box store. Our State Stores have reopened. Our red status could now be considered more of a rosé.
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