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My family is gathering for Thanksgiving this year.
Such a matter-of-fact statement to make. Once. We said it to our coworkers at the office cooler, to acquaintances in the grocery store aisle, and to our neighbors around backyard boundaries.

Once, it almost went without saying. Of course our families were gathering for Thanksgiving. What else would we do on that day?

But that was before politics and cultural issues divided us. In recent years, increasing numbers of people have skipped the traditional Thanksgiving family meal, anticipating unpleasant experiences they would rather avoid.   
It was before the pandemic isolated us. Last year people stayed home or limited their gatherings to a smaller subset of family. Many who did come together as usual later regretted doing so, for the novel coronavirus also dined at the Thanksgiving table, then raged through family after family.
Since my family opted for safety last year, this year’s Thanksgiving gathering is generating an enthusiastic response.
Now our get-together won’t include my parents, who at 92 and 91 are stuck in Florida. (Which is not a bad place to be stuck.) And it won’t include my youngest son and his family, who are in Japan (also not a bad place to be).

But my other two children and their respective families will be there, along with my son’s in-laws and their extended family. Everyone appears to be looking forward to it.
We have come together many times before in various combinations. We all get along and enjoy each other’s company.
That’s not to say there aren’t divergent opinions within the group. There are – on almost any given topic. We just don’t go there. Most of us are vaccinated – hopefully a sufficient number to protect those who refuse to do so. That won’t be discussed either. 
Such topics can’t compete with the attention my six-year-old granddaughter and her new kitten will demand. Nor would political debates be nearly as interesting as the information we’ll be extracting from my other granddaughter, who is in her first semester at Penn State, or from my grandson, who is beginning another wrestling season.
We’ll be too busy learning about my daughter’s new job and my son-in-law’s latest escapade. (He always has one to report.) The other side of the family will be contributing comedy routines, stories of fishing and the sardonic comments of a venerable great-grandmother, who retains the spirit of a 25-year-old.
Now there’s nothing unusual about our family. It has struggled with fractures and wounds, disagreements and divisions. Through it all, though, we’ve managed to maintain good relationships with each other.
So many families can’t say the same! And our society is suffering greatly as a result.
Loss of Faith as a foundation, the breakdown of the two-parent household and disagreements over philosophies, politics, and lifestyles have fractured families badly. Our culture responds with alternative “families” – street gangs, special-interest activities, groups organized according to human sexuality and gender orientations – which only fracture us further.
God created us with a need to belong and established the family to fulfill that need. But families, like the humans that comprise them, are flawed; increasingly, too many people are unwilling to look beyond the flaws to keep families together.

This year, however, offers us an opportunity to reboot, to begin to rebuild our families. The pandemic is ebbing, the divisive election is past and we’ve a bit of a breather before the next one. All of us have felt isolated and the need to reconnect.
What better time to reconsider family than this Thanksgiving? To look beyond faults and shortcomings; put others’ desires and needs ahead of our own; forgive old grievances; love those who have hurt us; and have faith that other family members – sooner or later – will do the same for us?
My family’s gathering for Thanksgiving this year! May yours do the same.
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