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It was a glorious day for a bicycle ride! The late-June afternoon was balmy with just a bit of breeze. Bright sunshine splashed over the rolling pastures and grain fields of central Somerset County. Horses galloped in pastures, Guernseys munched hay languidly and a gaggle of geese scurried, as the three cyclists rolled by along the quiet country road.
Reaching the end of the lane, the roadies turned onto traffic-heavy U.S. Route 30 just west of Stoystown to connect with another byway one-half mile down a hill. While they were descending at about 30 mph and riding on the right side of the travel lane, cars were backing up behind them, apparently reluctant to go around. The lead rider prepared to make a left turn by moving into the middle of the travel lane. Seeing no on-coming vehicles, she signaled by extending her left arm straight out then turned into the opposing lane of travel.
Suddenly the first two motorists in line accelerated and entered the opposing lane of travel, swerving around the two trailing cyclists. Only then did the lead driver see the lead bicyclist in his path and spike his brakes. The trailing car did the same. Hearing the squealing rubber and sensing the car just behind, the cyclist straightened out of her turn – just in time. A perfect-day’s bicycle ride came within a split-second of turning very tragic.
Road-cyclists love to ride in our region. Scenic overlooks, picturesque farms and woodlands, plenty of low-traffic country lanes and ubiquitous hills make this an enjoyable, challenging place to bicycle. But roadies also will tell you that too many motorists in our region don’t know how to deal with bicyclists.
“People get behind a biker and don’t know what to do,” observed Mike Mucker, the president of the Laurel Highlands On & Off Road Bicycling Association (LHORBA), who pedals thousands of miles a year on his road and mountain bikes. “I actually wave people on with my hand.”
Those “Share The Road” signs aren’t just polite reminders. It’s the law: “Every person riding a pedalcycle upon a roadway shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle...” states Pennsylvania’s Motor Vehicle Code. That means bicyclists can ride in the travel lane, and motorists must treat them as any other vehicle, passing only when and where it can be done safely. What many motorists don’t realize is that travel lanes actually are safer for cyclists than the shoulders of many of our roadways – which may be in poor condition, strewn with debris and gravel or have rumble strips that are dangerous for narrow-tired bikes. When passing a bicyclist, motorists should allow a buffer of several feet. Mike recalled an incident when his arm was nearly struck by the side mirror of a motorist who was passing too closely.
However, as the vehicle code also notes, roadies have responsibilities as well. They must obey all traffic laws just as motorists do. Mike listed some common mistakes bicyclists make: They fail to signal their turns or use their right (less visible) arm, don’t form a single line when encountering traffic, try to use shoulders that are in poor condition, and fail to stop for traffic lights and stop signs.
PennDOT’s “Pennsylvania Bicycle Driver’s Manual” notes that bicyclists annoy motorists the most when they do unpredictable things. In traffic, cyclists should position themselves as they would while operating any vehicle, which encourages motorists to maneuver correctly.
If riders consistently do that, obey traffic laws, and clearly signal their intentions, they’ll educate motorists on what to expect and how to respond. Then rides around our region will remain closer to perfect than tragic.[image: image1.png]
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