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Carrying a lit hurricane lantern, the guide led us through a Loretto graveyard made all the darker by the gritty late-October night. Wind gusts turned the low-40s air downright cold, and an intermittent mix of rain and snow occasionally added to the atmosphere. Our group stopped before a gravestone behind which stood the headless figure of Saint Denis, who was the Bishop of Paris before being beheaded in 250 AD. Appearing just above the tombstone to the figure’s right, the talking head told us how St. Denis walked for six miles, carrying his head and preaching a final sermon, before dying.
If St. Denis’ story sounds like the stuff of legend, St. Pio of Pietrelcina’s is documented history less than 100 years old. In 1918 at the age of 31, “Padre Pio,” a Capuchin Franciscan priest, received the stigmata – the five wounds of Christ – for which doctors could find no natural cause. His wounds continued to bleed for most of his life, yet there were no visible traces of them when Padre Pio died in 1968.
Dark and nasty nights, graveyards, beheadings, and mysterious bleeding wounds make for great Halloween tales. But the eve of All Hallows is not the focus for the parishioners of The Basilica of Saint Michael the Archangel and students involved with Saint Francis University Campus Ministry. November 1 is All Saints’ (or All Hallows) Day in the Roman Catholic Church, when the faithful celebrate those departed who have entered heaven. November 2 is All Souls’ Day, when Catholics commemorate those who have died but not yet gained entrance to heaven.
Loretto’s annual Candlelight Saints Tour celebrates these special days on the Roman Catholic calendar by telling the stories of selected saints each year, adding some local heritage, and spicing it all with some Halloween-style entertainment. (That’s the reason for the candlelight tours, the graveyard setting and some of the more gory stories.)
While different saints are depicted each year, Loretto’s well-known missionary priest, Father Demetrius Gallizin, usually makes an appearance. Arriving in what was then called McGuire’s Settlement in 1799, this once-member of the Russian aristocracy brought Christianity to a large section of the Allegheny Mountains, gave Loretto its Catholic character and established a chapel house in 1832 that remains connected to St. Michael’s parish – and is one of the stops on the candlelight tour. Not that the “Apostle of the Alleghenies” doesn’t belong within the company of saints. Because of his life of missionary zeal, faithful service, willingness to relinquish his family title and expenditure of his family estate on the development of Loretto, Father Gallitzin has been designated a “Servant of God,” the first of four steps that lead to sainthood.
October 28 and 29, parishioners and Saint Francis students once again will join efforts to conduct the 2011 version of the Candlelight Saints Tour. This year, the emphasis will be upon saints with local connections. In addition to Father Gallitzin, there will be appearances by Saint Francis, Saint Clare, Dorothy Day, Joan of Arc, Saint Vincent de Paul, Saint Michael the Archangel, Saint Joseph, Saint Monica, Saint Catherine of Siena and Saint Therese of Lisieux.
Tours continue at 20-minute intervals from 6:00 through 10:00 p.m. and last about 90 minutes each. Organizers stress this is a walking tour that goes on in just about all weather conditions and advise participants to dress accordingly and leave small children at home. Groups are welcome but encouraged to call ahead to make arrangements. To do so or obtain other information, call (814) 886-4109.
This time of year brings out an amazing variety of special heritage events that are both educational and fun. But I don’t know of any that do a better job of combining the spirit of Halloween with the heritage of the Holy Spirit.[image: image1.png]
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Experience some Holy Ghost stories
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