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This column is for winter unenthusiasts only.
Winter enthusiasts need read no further. They already know the joys and beauty of this time of year – and where to find them. With downhill skis or snowboards, they are flocking to our region’s resorts, and with cross-country skis or snowshoes or sleds, they are making tracks all over the place. Winter enthusiasts are enjoying the wintering bird population, ice fishing, whitewater boating, even mountain biking (until they can no longer locate the single-track). These folks know the sense of peace conveyed by a pristine blanket of fresh snow lying atop a slumbering landscape. They’ve witnessed firsthand the ethereal splendor of sunlight refracted by countless ice crystals – a lightshow far greater than any Super Bowl spectacle.
Meanwhile, winter unenthusiasts are hunkering down to await spring, now that the holidays have passed and the snow is falling. Because they limit their daily encounters with winter to those that are essential (going to work or the store or church), winter unenthusiasts only experience the season’s discomforts and aggravations. Of course some have good reason to stay indoors due to infirmity or disability. But most just lapse into a hibernation mindset, convinced that there is nothing of an elective nature going on that is worth enduring winter’s inconvenience and discomfort to experience.
Those are the folks for whom this column is being written. For there is far more scheduled than they realize. And the possibilities are surprisingly diverse.
Let’s start with the year’s first festivals: Somerset’s Fire & Ice Festival, January 13-15 (www.somersetincpa.org), and Ligonier’s Ice Fest on January 21-22 (www.ligonier.com). These sister festivals combine amazingly artistic ice carving with other entertainment, street vendors and retail sales within their host-communities’ historically accented business districts.
Indiana Borough features its monthly “Lovin’ Downtown Every Second” that same Friday, January 13. (The name refers to the event being scheduled on the second Friday of each month.) In addition to retail sales, Lovin’ features artists demonstrating their work and live music. www.downtownindiana.org.
January 28, the stately Westmoreland County Courthouse in Greensburg becomes the venue for the fourth annual Winter Frolic. Each year the Frolic focuses upon a different ethnic group’s cultural contributions through offerings of food, drink, music and dance. This year’s spotlight is on Celtic heritage (the Irish, Scots and Scots-Irish). www.westmorelandhistory.org.
Also on January 28 is the 14th Annual Bushy Run Historic Arms Show at the Bushy Run Battlefield Museum near Harrison City in Westmoreland County. Bushy Run was the site of a pivotal battle between British and American Indian forces in 1763 and in an appropriate place to have a show featuring 18th century weaponry. Exhibitors will be displaying both authentic muzzleloaders and handcrafted reproductions and related accoutrements from the period of 1700-1850. The museum and bookstore also will be open. www.bushyrunbattlefield.com.
Now keep an open mind on this next event, scheduled for February 11: the sixth annual Bat Fest at Lincoln Caverns just outside Huntingdon. This family event is not nearly as creepy as it may seem. Workshops are scheduled for all ages, there will be games and crafts for the kids, even a selection of bat gifts. Perhaps best of all, the event takes place within the comparatively comfortable, 52-degree weather-tight environment of the caverns. Note that pre-registration is required and can be done online: www.lincolncaverns.com.
Most of these events require no more energy, activity or weather exposure than a typical trip to your local mall. However, if you are willing to open yourself to the concepts of more exposure and activity, opportunities to enjoy winter become much more numerous.
Our area state parks are excellent places to find scheduled winter activities and the chance to try something new. Snowshoeing, for example, is rapidly growing in popularity and requires virtually no technique. (If you can walk, you can snowshoe.) Several state parks have scheduled clinics on how to get started. In particular, Canoe Creek State Park east of Altoona, Keystone State Park near Derry, Kooser State Park and Laurel Hill State Park – both west of Somerset, and Ohiopyle State Park in Ohiopyle all have busy event calendars this winter. You can check them out at www.dcnr.state.pa.us.
What do you have to lose – besides your unenthusiastic attitude about winter?
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