[image: image2.png]




[image: image2.png]
Plotted on the map, the September 11th National Memorial Trail is a 1,300-mile “unbroken triangle” that looks like it was drawn with an Etch A Sketch.
Connecting the 9/11 national memorials in New York, at the Pentagon and near Shanksville, the trail as conceived extends through six states and the District of Columbia. Its eastern side goes through three of the nation’s densest metropolitan areas: New York/Newark/Jersey City, Philadelphia/Camden/Wilmington and Washington/Arlington/Alexandria.

While audacious, the concept is leavened with pragmatic thinking. Whenever possible, the trail takes advantage of existing rail trails and national historic areas – which partially explains why the triangle is so etch-a-sketchy.
By incorporating existing trails, 50 percent of the September 11th Trail is finished. Completing the remaining 50 percent is going to be a huge task – but one made a bit more doable as a result of this year’s 20th anniversary of 9/11.
The anniversary and its observances brought the traumatic yet stirring stories of heroism and selflessness amid tragedy back to our consciousness, refreshing our national resolve to never forget.
Apparently the anniversary also spurred Congress. Members of both the House of Representatives and the Senate voted unanimously to declare this a “National Memorial Trail.” President Biden formally established the trail with his signature on October 13.

The belief among supporters is that this national designation should lead to more recognition and funding. If so, our region should be among the first to benefit because one of the top priorities is to connect the Great Allegheny Passage with the Flight 93 National Memorial.

The September 11th Trail follows the C&O Canal Towpath from Washington, D.C. to Cumberland, MD; then the Great Allegheny Passage from Cumberland to Garrett. Garrett is 21 miles from the Flight 93 National Memorial.

Trail developers received a 12-mile right-of-way donation from the CSX Corporation a few years ago and have located some funding since to develop a portion of trail on that right-of-way. Once the nine remaining miles to Flight 93 are built, users will be able to ride or walk on dedicated off-road trails all the way between the Flight 93 and Pentagon memorials.

Feasibility studies – and some engineering studies – have been done on concepts to extend the trail northward to Johnstown, through the city, and up the Path of the Flood Trail to the Johnstown Flood National Memorial. Further development will take the trail over the Allegheny Front to Hollidaysburg, then finally to the Lower Trail.
Altogether, this would bring this national memorial trail through the heart of our region and a dozen of our communities. Our local trails would be extended, and our region’s rail-trails’ reputation would be enhanced.
These are some of the most-doable sections on the entire 9/11 Trail. Connections to both the September 11th National Memorial Trail and also to the Great Allegheny Passage (which already sees more than one million users annually) will draw more visitors here.

Increased visitation will ripple throughout the region. For other recreational resources in the vicinity of the trail already exist.
Consider this partial list: camping, fishing and boating at the Youghiogheny, Quemahoning, and Raystown lakes; whitewater boating on the Yough and Stonycreek rivers; fisheries and boating on the Yough, Stonycreek, Conemaugh, Frankstown Branch, Little Juniata and Juniata rivers; mountain-biking and hiking trail networks at the Que, atop Laurel Summit, and at Raystown.
Add the beauty of our scenic ridges, the dozen state parks and forests, the Cambria Iron and Horseshoe Curve National Landmarks, three National Historic sites, National Historic districts, museums and dozens of distinctive cultural venues, and this is a region ripe to be discovered for the right reasons.
The September 11th National Memorial Trail is dedicated to those who died and responded on that fateful day 20 years ago. Developers want to create a trail that will encourage users to “Remember, Discover, Connect.”
Our region can encourage all of that – profoundly.
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