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Here’s a question for you: What’s a “semiquincentennial”?
If you know that’s a 250th anniversary, congrats; your vocabulary is better than mine. If you didn’t recognize it, you will, because you’ll be seeing the term a lot more over the next five years.
Do the math and you’ll realize that the United States of America has a “semiquin” coming up in 2026, when our nation will be celebrating its formation as a united group of “free and independent states” endowed by the Creator with rights, including “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 
Given that those phrases originally were penned and signed in Philadelphia, this upcoming anniversary celebration certainly will be a big deal out east. Considering where we currently find ourselves as a nation, it’s my sincere hope that this will become a big deal – on several levels – across all 50 of our not-very-united states.
Efforts to plan this America 250 semiquin have already been underway for the better part of a year, beginning on a national level with the formation of a U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission by Congress. This Commission envisions an extensive series of programs and events, scheduled over the next six years, that commemorate our nation’s struggles and sacrifices; celebrate our blessings, common bonds and cultural diversity; and consider a future of opportunity, innovation and hope.

“A successful observance will simultaneously and creatively engage Americans in remembering our past, celebrating the moment, and pursuing our promise,” reads a portion of “Our Vision” at America250.org.

The goals of this Commission are laudable if lofty: To provide opportunities for all Americans to come together … devise programs that will have lasting impacts … educate … invigorate civil dialogue … and promote the common good while exercising individual rights and respecting the freedom of others to do the same.

But before dismissing all of this as a bunch of sky pie, consider: We need these goals – perhaps as much or more than we’ve needed such goals since the decades surrounding the Civil War.
This semiquin intentionally is being designed to provide room for everybody. While a lot of the focus will be on the Revolutionary Era, programs will be encouraged that sweep the entirety of American History, engaging everyone from the indigenous people and the Daughters of the American Revolution to veterans, those across the cultural spectrum and the most-recent immigrants.
We’ve all been writing this story for 250 years. Organizers are devising ways for everyone, who is so-inspired, to offer a chapter.

It won’t be easy. We’re still struggling within one of the most-divisive periods in our nation’s history. There’s little space where people cannot find places to disagree.
So much of our recent focus has been upon exercising personal freedoms! Can America 250 actually encourage us to do so while “honoring the freedom of others to do the same”? If so, this semiquin will be worth the time, effort and resources that are being committed.
Read the goals, vision and plans at America250.org. If engaged by what you see, there are mechanisms for getting involved.
You also can do so at the state level, where America250 Pennsylvania is being organized. This state affiliate of the federal commission will develop companion efforts here within the Commonwealth, which certainly will be receiving attention, especially as the semiquin nears its climax around the 4th of July in 2026.
As one reflection of the grassroots orientation of this commemoration, the state organization wants each county to appoint a person to a county advisory committee, which will assist in the planning. Currently, with the exception of Blair and Westmoreland counties, appointments are available in our other counties.

To learn more, visit America250PA.org.

The best balm for our open wounds may be positive activities that encourage us to shelve our politics and work together. The USA’s semiquincentennial could become a good addition to our public vocabulary. 
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