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As a bicycling enthusiast, I’ve had the opportunity to ride in communities across the country, including Venice, FL; Nashville, TN; Flagstaff, AZ; and Riverside, CA – all of which have designated bicycle lanes. 

It’s amazing what a solid, thick line of white paint does for a cyclist’s peace of mind, especially along a busy street. That designated space welcomes the rider and creates a calm zone despite the fact that vehicles are rushing by just a few feet away. 
Typically, designated lanes take the rider through intersections with broken white lines, which allow the motorist to cross the line but warns that the bicycle lane is continuing. Crossing signals and bold pedestrian crosswalks enable the cyclist to cross the busiest, biggest streets (with a little bit of patience).
Because these seemingly simple lanes do so much to enhance the urban riding experience, I’ve often wished to see them in my hometown.
Recently that wish came true in a broken sort of way. While driving through a couple of sections of the community where repaving projects had been completed, I suddenly beheld beautifully and boldly marked bicycle lanes along a couple of major thoroughfares!

My heart soared – then plopped about two blocks later, where the lane just … ended. As I turned onto an intersecting street, the lanes started again and ran for a ways, then ended again abruptly.
For the most part, the lanes’ erratic markings were the result of reaching intersections, where the lanes disappeared into motor-vehicle turning lanes. In other instances, the streets narrowed, squeezing out the bicycle lane.
In all of these situations, the cyclist suddenly is confronted with the need to make quick decisions amid traffic without a clear path forward. Thus far, the lanes don’t seem well-planned.
Designated bicycle lanes may seem simple, but they are not. A lot of planning, alteration of existing infrastructure and money are needed to create an effective – and safe – shared-road transportation system.

While detailed decisions should be made by traffic engineers, users play an important role in helping to create multimodal transportation systems.  If you enjoy walking or riding and haven’t gotten involved in the past, now is a good time to start.
The Southern Alleghenies Planning & Development Commission is updating its Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan for Bedford, Fulton, Huntingdon and Somerset counties. Through July 15, they need public input via a survey found at PublicInput.com/SAbikeped2021.
Also, the Commission is updating its long-range transportation plan for the same four counties and is surveying public opinions through August 20. That survey is at PublicInput.com/SALRTP2022.
Now if you don’t live in one of those four counties, don’t think your opinion doesn’t count. You still may want to bicycle, walk or travel there. And user perspectives are valuable everywhere.
These surveys won’t take much of your time – 5 to 10 minutes – and your answers will help to lay the foundation for future development of walking and bicycling resources. You'll respond to questions about how often, where and what type of walking or riding do you do; and what discourages you from doing so.
You’ll have the opportunity to recommend priorities, where money should be spent, and how much should be spent proportionately on each activity. The long-range survey also explores your opinions on other transportation needs and systems.
If you live west of this survey area, visit the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission at SPCregion.org and learn how to express your opinions through the “Get Involved” tab.

Momentum is building for this kind of development. The pandemic encouraged more people to walk and ride. Congress and the White House are working on a new infrastructure bill that will inject significant amounts of funding into multimodal infrastructure development.

Planning agencies should know our opinions and user-needs, so that our shared-road networks don’t leave us at the intersection, wondering where to go next. 

To respond to this column – or read other columns by Dave Hurst – visit www.hurstmediaworks.com.
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