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The long, narrow picnic pavilion within a stone’s throw of Quemahoning Lake on a rainy afternoon may have seemed an inappropriate setting for a foundation’s annual report.
Despite the tricky weather, though, more than 100 folks were there to chat, listen to a traditional-music band, eat a hearty catered dinner and hear laudatory speeches about the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies.

The setting wasn’t the only reason for the celebratory air. Recently, the Community Foundation arrived at a significant milestone: more than $100 million in assets.
In one year alone, since the last Founders’ Day event in August of 2020, the CFA had received $14.7 million in gifts and given out $15.2 million in grants and charitable distributions to 462 organizations. More than $665,000 in scholarships were awarded to 344 students.
This year’s Founders’ Day setting was representative. For the Quemahoning Family Recreation Area has received CFA funding in the past and will get some more to expand the swimming and camping areas.
However, it is easy to become numb to numbers and take grants for granted. To appreciate this milestone, consider the Community Foundation’s 31-year journey getting there.
Started in 1990 as the Community Foundation of Greater Johnstown, the organization had 15 founders, a volunteer executive director and one fund valued at $300,000. As newspaper reporter at that time, I recall thinking “They’ve a long way to go before they’ll have any real impact.”
Yet the Foundation began distributing small grants the following year and achieved its first $1 million in assets by 1992. It was renamed the Community Foundation of Cambria and Somerset Counties in 1993; Bedford and Indiana counties officially became part of the footprint in 1999, when the organization rebranded as the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies.
By its 10th anniversary, the CFA was giving out more than $1 million in grants annually. Twenty-two years after its founding, the CFA’s assets topped $50 million. Now, nine years later, the Foundation’s assets exceed $101 million.

What’s important to remember is that this is a homegrown organization. Its money stays here permanently. This endowment wasn’t built with public tax money but rather through gifts from almost 32,000 donors.
As the Community Foundation has grown in assets and stature, it has proven increasingly effective at attracting money from other foundations in other parts of the United States – money that probably wouldn’t have come here otherwise.
The Richard King Mellon Foundation of Pittsburgh is one example. RK Mellon is the principal provider of the Community Initiatives Fund, which has paid for 77 miles of trails, served 34,000 young people and provided health and wellness services to 6,000 people.
Through a variety of funds, hundreds of hard-working nonprofit organizations receive grants for facility improvements annually. The small nonprofit for which I work has received well-over a dozen grants for planning and design, roof repairs, chairs, a security system, websites, restrooms and other capital expenditures my organization couldn’t have afforded otherwise.
But the CFA brings less-tangible benefits to our communities as well. Its 32 staff members link donors with causes, nonprofit organizations with strategic guidance, and public agencies with private assistance.
Major recreational activities such as whitewater boating, mountain biking, park amenities and trails have been facilitated as well as partially funded by the CFA. On the subtractive side, the Foundation is helping Johnstown to reduce its widespread blight.  
When the pandemic slammed our region, the Foundation provided a COVID-19 Rapid Response Fund. Grant restrictions were loosened so that nonprofit organizations could spend the money to meet their greatest needs.
Chances are, there’s a community foundation serving your area even if you don’t live in Bedford, Cambria, Indiana or Somerset counties. Appreciate and find ways to support this resource.
For these foundations connect people to purposes, needs to resources and places to brighter days.
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